National Program Award Application Hints and Tips

Many chapters ask what works when filling out the National Program Award Application. This February, National FCCLA Staff gave us some insight into the process:

First off, the photos and supplemental information sent with the applications are taken out before they're given to the evaluators - the people who decide the winners only see what's on the actual application.

Secondly, the evaluators review all of the applications in one day. Make yours easy to read, and it will have a better chance.

Third, you'll never win if you never apply. We recognize all applications submitted at least on the state level, and if you follow the advice below, you'll have a very high chance of winning at the National level as well. Remember, no project is too small.

Top 10 Common Mistakes on National Program Applications

10. A project is entered in the wrong program area. For example, entering a career fair as a community service project, and playing up the career aspect of it would make a much better Career Connection project. If your career fair is a community service project, be sure to play up the good it does for the community, and write the application with that slant instead of the career slant.

9. There's little collaboration with other people/organizations, etc.

8. There's little or no media outreach. They don't necessarily look for success with getting media coverage, but they look for the effort. Were press releases sent? Was an attempt made to contact radio or TV stations? 

7. All in all, the applications need more detail. Use all of the space provided to give detail. Evaluators do not see any of the supplemental materials that you send.

6. Projects need to have more measurable objectives and results.

5. Grammar and spelling...proofread, proofread, proofread.

4. Font type is not Times New Roman. On the form, it specifies that the font must be Times New Roman, yet every year, people submit applications using Arial, or other fun types of fonts, which make it difficult for the evaluators to read.

3. Font size is too small. The minimum font size is 10 points. This is also stated on the form. Anything below 10 gets really difficult to read...remember, evaluators are reading many applications, and if it's too hard for them to read, they'll probably move on.

2. The applicaiton is sent after the deadline. Be sure to have the application postmarked by March 1.

1. The number 1 reason that applications are rejected is because of missing signatures. Be sure to read the directions carefully, and triple check to make sure that every space for a signature is signed. 

